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people are born artists. They live
Somefor art and live out art. In reality,
however, how many artists are able to break out
of their boundaries and fuse all aspects of their
lives and works with creativity? The main char-
acter of the “House of Dancing Water,” Jesko von
den Steinen, will share his unique experiences in
this regard in a discussion titled “Dialogue with
Creative Entrepreneurs” during the Inno Design
Tech Expo 2014 organized by the Hong Kong
Trade Development Council. As a preview to the
discussion, Jesko spoke to us about his perspec-
tive on living a free life that seems to transcend
time and space.

“One of my teachers once told me that, the smaller your
prison cell is, the bigger your kingdom is. Many outstand-
ing artists or performers create works or performances that
have a firm framework. The key is to develop your creativity
within this framework,” says the actor from the Franco Dra-
gone Entertainment Group.

Jesko is an outstanding actor, clown, and choreographer
who played the main clown character in the famous Cirque
du Soleil production “Saltimbanco” for five years. Before
that, he had attempted acrobatics, dance, and mime and
performed in drama festivals all over the world, including at
the Macao Arts Festival.

To explain his idea of developing oneself within a frame-
work, the German-born Canadian performer used an
example. “You know? When I am performing, I am simul-
taneously thinking of several things — my condition at that
moment, the audience’s reaction, the rhythm of the perfor-
mance, and the safety of the water show. I have to observe
these things both from a distance and in detail. Performing

Photo credited to Thomas Hubner

b

cannot be too robotic or it would lose its soul.”

Having multiple talents does not mean that Jesko cannot
stand boredom. On the contrary, he says that his secret to
success is thathe isa “boring” person. “Don’t be afraid to be
a boring person. Whenever you try too hard to be interest-
ing, you can only achieve anything but that”

He continued, “when I was in school, my teacher told me
to read Shakespeare aloud, but he said, ‘Jesko, you are not
reading it in an interesting way! Everyone, raise your hand if
you think Jesko’s reading is boring! Many of my fellow stu-
dents raised their hand. So afterwards, my teacher told me
to read aloud form the phone book. I read it aloud naturally,
the other students actually thought that I was more inter-
esting when reading from the phone book. I found out that
being true to my own style is the most important. The au-
dience themselves would have their own interpretation of
different characters and pieces.”

The secret to performing can also be applied to doing busi-
ness. Jesko, who has also participated in movie productions
and creative design, shared four core values in a TEDx talk
he did a while ago. One of these values is “intentional inthi-
bition.” He explains, “this is actually related to the famous
Alexander technique. I extended it to the realm of work.
For example, when your boss tells you to do something,
I wouldn'’t encourage you to say no immediately, but you
have got to say no inside and then think, instead of blindly
obeying, how can you do your task well?”

The 38-year-old performer says that he loves sharing his
ideas with other people, but it is important to pick a good
time to do so. When people are constantly encountering
failure, it is no use to give them any advice. Are you ready to
engage with Jesko?
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